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,. I he r~rl~ari ~ranafi~rrr~atio~lr t h t  ac:c:omparry aoc:ioocor~c,~~~ic 
alterations of c.apitalisrii in itr g lo ld  phase- (:all I)(: attril~utctl to 
two factors wllich t.spetri;~lly illlpactetl "oltl" ttc:o~lomic* a11rl 
tvrritorial ortlcr: a r~cbt\r.orh cd"elol~al" d i e s  as tlecisiorl c.entcv-.- 
of the  large trarls~lational wrporations. and tlw new ir~Scmniltio~i 
trc:h~~oltyies t l~at  rnakt* gc-opal~llical and spatial c:o~lditio~rs 
rt~lativv. Of c:ourse. wt. c:arlr~ot s l~ rak  of one without the otllcr. 
'The p~st-Fort1 "soh" p r o h . ~ i o ~ r  of pocls, w11ic:ll ciisagptytes 

the tratlitior~al factory in tllc glol~al .ear& of lev cmrts and 
vl~viro~lrr~ental I'acilities. ir only ~ ) o d ) l t >  tllankc to tht. trarlsl~lis- 

tllc. favtor).. vo~~cel~t ra tor  of worli ;rnd ~rlcwhar~dise. At the hame 
tilrlc i l l  \vhicl~ spatial c-onc.cwtratio~~ is rc~louirr.c!tl, co~~trrnporary 
(:apitalisnl a(:(:(kratt:s the cwlcentratio~l of capital. a* it tlever 
llab 1114urt:. wl~ic:h totl;~y is rc:protlr~c.ril witliolr~ lirst r~wcssarily 
I)ecrorniug ~rlc*rcha~lclise. The tlcrllaterialized c.apital. 111onc:tary 
\ d u e s  or sctrvices. is t rar l r forr~d ill  an i ~ ~ c r s s a ~ ~ t  flo\\, of 
i ~ l l b r ~ ~ ~ a t i o n .  (:tmst;~~ltly i l l  accelttratio~l. The "plobal city" is 
w l~e r t~  tIlwt= Ilows i ~ ~ t ~ : r r ~ v : t  wit11 O I I ~ =  arlotl~w most i ~ ~ t t w d y .  
wllert. lllc 11c.twrrk is clc~lsc.st Tllv rlcw i r~tvr~~at ior~al  hierarchy 
II(:~\\YTII (:ititas is 11artd 011 tht* intwsity of tl1tx knot in the fal~ric 
lllat ~ I I I I I ~ I ~ S ~ : ~  t h  virlual r~t.two~.li crlvc:lopir~;: t l ~ c .  world. *lore 
tllan c -o r~su~~~r r~a ted  f a c ~  \ v r  s l~o~ l ld  rllaintai~~ tllew theorit-s as 
O I I ~  wrsion, \r.l~icI~ I I ~ I C ,  I I O \ V ~ C W ,  caused corlrretv alterations 
in various "rnercl~aridisc ritit.5". put up 1;1r s a k  i l l  the 
generalizatio~~ of the* rnarlict wl1ic.11 I I O W  passes tllrougll all the 
sl~lierc..- of our l i f ~ ? . ~  

r 3 1 I I P  alterations in ur11a11 landsc.apes Ilave raised nr\v throricss. 
which indicate t l~nt we are fac:in; "post-url~an'- pIlcvo~rl~.rla. 
( : ~ I I ~ . P ~ I I S  s11c.h as terrilory. ~~l:lc*e. P~I- . .  art. srrl~stitutetl I'm 
"~lrtc=rritorializatio~~~~. nw-plan:. etc. \lodifiration~. \\hicll are 
quit(- vvide111 i l l  tllc* trrritorializcvl ritirs - palirl~psrsts of pl;rc:t:s 
and r w d a r  ~neailings - h \ . e  also I)een the targrt of ir t terr .~~ i l l  . . 
some largr c:rl~es 1111 1 1 1 ~  I~~*r ip l~c :~y  of t111. svl-tc:m. Iw:at~ae tl~cre, 
due to the vioIt:n~:v 01' 1 1 1 t h  trardor111atio11 process. t h y  he 
Iletter contrasted. ; I I I ~  tIierc*lbre tl~.li~~ecl. I-ew vascr slloultl 11r as 
sury~rising as that of S51u I'aulo. \vliich. more ~ I I ; I I I  ii radical and 
rlt~l'or~ned ctxarnplt.. I belirve Iwtter clarifies the impassei and 
tlle sctnw of tllc ~l l t ra -~ l~odc , r r~ iz :~ t io~~ .  

111 a p p r o x i ~ ~ ~ a ~ ~ d y  O I I V  l11111dr(v1 !mrr, t11e pr1111li11io11 grtw 270 
times. 27.U009'r1. rea14ling 10.~100.000 i~rllal)itantr. The url~an- 
izetl area ,orw 100  tirl~es. rc*achinY 1.509 h 1 2 .  'l'lierc- data rrfvr 
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words. ba& 11rban lilnrtion.i: slt.epin,n. worliing. and virculati~lg 
of thv poor a d  t11r waltll!.. 
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>t*gre,nntiorl \vab .;irr~ulta~ltw~sly put into artion. \\'it11 the I I I W  

url~an lal~tl statute (which cwatetl r~~rrcl~aridisc. to I)c vnlr~cvl) 
tlw elite resiclt.~lce> 111-gar1 to ilefirir a itar~tlard. I t  was tliffertwt 
f ' ro~r~  tlw I-olor~inl houses 1111ilt to the fro111 IJOI'I~I-r l i ~ ~ ~ i t  of llw 
lot, u l~ i r l l  charac-terizrd t h  ~nain  >tree15 in thr  centvr of 111c 
(-icy. \PI\ clrvc~lo~~nirr~t. aplwared ill acc.ortln~~c~v wit11 legisla- 

structurr also requircd a dirc:ction illat \vould c:orlccr~trate rval 
estate i ~ ~ v e s t ~ l ~ m t s  20 that i~l~proverr~er~ts \wultl bc ~l~utuirlly 
I~enefic~ic~l. a sort of I~yper-rc:pd;lt(.d ZOII(. 111aki11g nor~-resit le~~- 
tial us(* or  c:t~llectivv housing i~r~l~oss i l~l~: .  S11c.11 ocv.upatio~~ 
stratt.3 plarar~teetl high a1111 permanent rcturrl> for its i ~ ~ v e s -  
tors. \!'itl~ t l~ (*  (!II(I ol' s1a~c.r~. aswts were! r~o\v secllrc. i11 rc:al 
I-state. and to invest i l l  la1111 \\.as tlw 1)cst way to ,nuar;rlltee that 
111r' ci~l~itnl t h t  rnnw froill I ~ i g l ~  c:ofke poli ts  \vc1111d c w ~ ~ t i r i ~ ~ ; ~ l l ~  
i~~creayc: in value. 

The spatial t r a r i s fo r~~~a t io r~~  in tlw last quarter of' the 10111 
I X V I I U ~  acquir~d a very ~ ~ r w i s e  wrize. Sar~ita~ion I : I I I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ I I ~ : I I  
111e slum tenement housc~s. and j)ro~noted a I 'rwstandi~~g s i ~ ~ g l ~ b  
h d y  I I O U S C ~  a* tlw ~ r ~ o ~ l r l  for I I O U S ~ I I ~ .  I t  was r~ot just a 
q w s t i o ~ ~  ol' p r ~ w n t i ~ y  epi~ltwiics. wliicll werv S r q u t ~ ~ t .  I I I I I  10  

~ I I I ~ I J ~  a r1tL\v moral conduct to eradicate 1111. promiscuous 
I W S ~ O I I I ~  of t11t' b1a1'lis. \v110 \v~:r(~ a~(wsto1111!11 to c:oUecti\;ct 
cohabitation i n  tliv sla\.c* quartcry. a ~ ~ t l  tlwrrfore inapt to 
~r~otlern l ik  i l l  tlw (hies. 'I'l~ese tl~eoricts. and others si~r~ilarly 
Imed on tlic ir~adec~uacy ol' the I~lack. h r  fret: work. jr~.itilit.tl 
t l ~ r  ~ I I ~ I B ~ ~ I I I I ~ I I I  by the I;.tleral govcrr~~oent i l l  act.c!lera~i~,g 
i1111nigratio11 to st~l)>titute slave lallor. I~ratlequntc. l'ur I'rtrc. \vorli. 
i~~aclrquate f;)r ~ n o d r n ~  lil'v, ~ N I S ~ I I - I I  away I ' ru~~l lanil o \ \ -ners l~i~~,  
tlw ~llillior~s 01' Srw blavlih ill this l ~ ~ * r i o d  11x1 IIO 11lac.v i l l  

Ijraziliar~ soc:ial ortlvr. T h i r  way of l ivi~~g. coll~.c.tiv~:l~ ar~tl i l l  

tlw I ~ ~ I I ~ - r  ol ' t l~e city. was i111:rrasi11~1y c lo~cd  i l l  011. TII& ~ C I ~ I I I S  

of sul).siste~i(v:. as m a l l  strwt vcwdorz. were proliil~ited. I:or 
t l ~ e n ~  ;IIIII  for I I I V  l'11111re workers. the ~wripl~ery was r e s ~ ~ ~ c d  f'or 
oc.cupation. without replation: i t  \vaE tol~tratc-11. but s~~l)jec.t to 
cvictiur~ shoultl thv investorb becwmr i~lterestecl. Ar~tl this area 
also was a targrt for specwlatioi~. wit11 clrvelop~r~elit~ at ti111es 
I I I U C ~  more profitable tl1a11 building lot* lor tlw el it^:. :\> 1111-y 

were 11ot pro~ic~ctetl i l l  acwrdanco with Ivgislation. 1111. Iiarro\tf 

its positior~ i l l  the value c.quation. Lot.- tlwt are in the more 
valuetl areas pern~it I i ~ i p *  ~)rol'its to the elitv's i~~vc.strr~~:~lts. 
I )evalucvI lot* i l l  tlw su l~ur l~a r~  areas - the extra-lrpl arcw - 
per~nit w e n  l~igltrr prolits. A l a i ~ ~ t a i ~ i i ~ ~ g  11otI1 ol' t hwe  sidrs of 

t l ~ e  equatiou ir~crcasecl thc. profits o l  thv investor. Tl~iy polariq 
i5 d i a t  t1t.ter111ines spatiality: it utilizc.~ the ~rrritor)' INI I  only as 
a phyical h s e .  11111 as a 11ica11e Ibr prot111ctio11 of' url)ar~ 
m-rcI~;~~~diat: .  

I I I  h i s  d i s t a~~ t  11rlla11 (Iwvt. one 01' the l a r p t  1rrl);111 operatio~~s 
of latv i- t a k i ~ ~ g  plac~.  wi t lm~t  tl111 ex i s t r~~ce  01' any prior project 
at te~r~pting I O  orgar~izc t l ~ i -  qwc.~~lativv explosion. I)oz(w> 01' 
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yw111atio11 b~rlrblc laat.. g r o u p  of' m~all. lower-il~itlclle 1.la3a 
~ O I I S P ~  will 111s I ~ o ~ g l ~ t  1111 d at mire to IIXIIW wa! lor nvw ~ I I I I I - r -  

thc. city. I'rojects such .as culturt. ccr~t~v-s. II~U*CUIIIS, i l l d  

restora~ior~ 01'Iristoric- br~ildil~gs alternlrt to attract 1111. interest of' 

invrstors ill  ~ I I P  arra. \\3hout t lea l i~~g with the ~wolr le l~~ of' 
aoc:ial Ilousing i l l  the center of th18 city (w! reliw tlw sanitation 
~~olic:ies liom thc last ~wrtur;).) ail11 thv arr~lies of' thc h o u ~ d ~ : s s  

Sio I'aulo I ~ e l p  ua to Lwtter untlcrstand the >ecular rl~rcha- 
nis111s ol' I~o~~r,vtwis city ccmstructio~~ bec:ausc 1l1c.y optxratcL mire 

tlircv:t.ly t.lwrc~, witl~o~rt  rt~stri~~tions 111at c.ould olrl~osc' d ~ i s  logic 
llnd delay tllc marc drastic cl~angc-s to the territoq. r~owatl;rys 
see11 all ovchr. Nrvertliel~?ss. the rnec l~an i s~~~s .  spec-ilir to t l~r  
c o ~ ~ s t i t u ~ i o r ~  of ci~pitalism on the ~ ~ o l o i ~ i i ~ l  fri~tge. s11o11Id not 11e 
i w l a t ~ ~ l .  nor scvn as a clisfigure~lwnt of su~wr-latt- intlustriid 
~no<ler~rizatio~~. We can dclirw tlrc.~n as a I'ree 1novttme11t OVIT 

the territory 01' t l ~ c t  1;rrccs nf l r r t>duct i~~~.  ~vllose resrlltir~g 3lri11:e 
doe3 not only ~)azsivc.l- fonrlalize thir pro(-I%. hut coristitr~lt!s 
~11esc: I I I P I : ~ I ~ I I ~ S I I I S  as :ictiw riwans l'or p r c ~ r I ~ ~ ~ : t i o ~ ~  a1111 calhalis- 
tic ac:cul~rl~Iatio~r. Ijpon I~ ro~ l~~c in ; :  lairtl ah ri~t:r~:l~andise a rd  
reproducir~g tl118 corditions for its prorluc:tion- all of its 

L)isq;rreption in urbau forin. l~owrver. is t.onfilsed wit11 the 
initial m o ~ i ~ e ~ i t s  of' capitaliw~ still tritllin its c o m ~ ~ ~ e r c i a l  pl~ase. 
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